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EXCUSES. 


BY ELDER JOHN BURROWS. 


There is a natural feeling within the 
mind of every individual, leading him 
to justify himself for the course he 
pursues; bnt the making and use of 
excuses, paltry, empty and unreason- 
able, for the commission of any wrorg 
orevilact, should be avoided by all 
4 such things have a tendency to lead 
the mind astray froin light into dark- 
ness, and from truth into error. 
Ever since Satan rebelled, and was 
ast out from heaven with all those 
at merited the same fate, there has 

& mighty combat betwixt the two 
me mages of good and evil, and 
as often striven, by this plan 
he to thwart the designs of 

¢ Almighty, and bring about his 
ae purposes ; still this plan, like all 
ie ers tse by him, has, in the majo- 

y of instances,” proved futile and 


Unsuccessful, and this is clearly shown | 


i many cases, from the time of the 
+, ssion of our first ts in 
te Garden of Eden, up te the present 

When Jehovah had finished 


creation of this beautiful world 
md devised laws to direct the 


pro- 


| 


gress of nature in:the 


table and mineral kingdoms, all was 


order, harmony and unity, and flowers 


and fruits shed forth their rich per 
fumes. In the designs of Provide 
two intelligent beings came forth, an 
when they were clothed with immorta- 
lity, they stood forth as king and 


neon of a universal Eden; ‘but we 


read that before the Lord left them, 
he gave unto the man the followimg 
striking “commandment, ‘“‘Of every 
tree of the garden thou mayest ‘freely 
eat: but of the tree of the knowledgé-of 


and evil, thou shalt not eatof 


it, for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die.” Asi® 
well known, after this commandment 
was given, Satan made his appearance 
in the Garden, and he; understanding 
that if he could cause Adam sax Hive 
to disobey the 
the Lord had just given to them 
would bring them under renewed, 

nsibility, tempted induced 

e woman to partake of thet 
fruit, and she, in turn, tem 
‘induced the man, who, 
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498 
the grave sentence ‘‘thou shalt surely 
die,” also partouk of the forbidden 
fruit, and as the poet says, “‘ Brought 
death into the world and all our woe.” 
Thus our first parents transgressed ; 
but shortly after they heard the voice 
of that Being who gave the important 
commandment, inquiring of them why 
they had transgressed, and they were 

rovided with excuses. The woman 

amed the serpent, and the man the 
woman, doulbjless thinking that their 
paltry excuses would, to some length 
at least, extenuate the crime which 
they had committed. But no, the 
Almighty Creator had spoken, and his 
words being truth, were changeless 
and firm as eternity. Hence the evil 
results of disobedience followed, and 
sin, misery and death were entailed 
upon the human race. 

The excuse of Cain for slaying his 
brother Abel, did not prevent the 
curse of Gud from coming upon him ; 
and the excuses made by tle ante- 
diluvians, for rejecting the warnin 
voice vf Noah, only led them on ti 
the flood overtook them. 

The excuse of Moses, that he was 
not eligible to accomplish the im 

rtant mission which the Lord gave 

im, did not relieve him of bis great 
work, nor did the excuse of Saul for 
saving the best of the flocks of the 
Amalekives, justify him for such dis- 
obedience, and consequently he was 
punished. The excuses offered by 
the Jews for rejecting the Messiah, 
did not hinder the Lord from des- 
troying their cities and dispersing 
them. He came two introduce a plan 
that would redeem the human family, 
and it was only by the doctrines that 
he taught being obeyed, that would 
save mankind from their former sins. 
In consequence of rebellion, the autho- 
rity of the Priesthood was taken from 
the earth, and has been absent for 
nearly ei, hteen hundred years ; but it 
has pleased the Lord, in his infinite 
goodness and mercy, to restore it 
again, that the human family may be 
left without excuse. But alas! how 
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ceive and obey its hol principles | 
So it was anciently. Kew was a 
picture drawn more correctly than the 
one by our Savior, in the parable of 
the great supper, which is recorded in 
the 14th chapter of Luke. “A cer. 
tain man made a great supper, and 
bade many; and sent his servant at 
supper time to say to them that were 
bidden, Come ; for all things are now 
ready. And they all with one consent 
began to make excuse. The first said 
unto him, I have bought a piece of 
ground, and I must needs go and see 
it: I pray thee have me excused, 
And another said, I have bought five 
os of oxen, and I go to prove them: 
pray thee have me excused. And 
another said, I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot come.” Such 
was the condition of the people im the 
days of Jesus. He offered them pnna- 
ples of eternal life which they re- 
jected, and strove to vindicate them- 
selves for so doing. And as it wasin 
His days, so it is now. Those who 
receive and obey the Guspel in sinee- 
rity, become participators in 1ts joys 
and blessings, and desire to see their 
fellow- beings made happy also ; hence 
the duly called and au:horized ser- 
vants of God go forth to preach, and 
in doing so meet with hundreds of 
individuals who will admit the trath 
of the principles which they hear 
advocated, but strive to justify them- 
selves for not obeying them, by such 
excuses as ‘‘1 do not doubt the truth 
of your principles, but if I were 
become a Latter-day Saint, my frie 
would no longer respect me a ® 
Christian.” Others will say, “I like 
the Latter-day Saints because they are 
such a united people, but if I were 
join them, I should forfeit the g 
will of all ny friends.” To such we 
would say, Cuwe forth like intelligent 
beings, and use your free-agency for 
your salvation, bearing in mind 
words of our Savior, which are col- 
tained in the same chapter from ner 
we have quoted, ‘‘ Whosoever he be 0 
that forsaketh not all that be 


See 


few there are who are willing to re- 


th, he cannot be my disciple. 


* Nothing serves more effectually to lighten the calamities of life than steady employ- 


ment. 
Nature is a book 


of sweet and glowing purity, and on every illuminated page the 


and goodness of God are divinely portrayed. 


| 
| 


_— 


Mr. Poundtext, after exchanging the ' 

waa’ compliments, said, I am glad to 

ive by the improved appearance 
dyour highness, that the climate of 
or beloved Christian country seems 
to agree with your constitution, 

The Maharajah.—May the shadow 
your Christian reverence never be 
I thank you for the unmerited 
interest you take in my welfare. The 
changes [ have undergone, the objects 
Ihave seen, and things I have heard 
od and read about, all combine to 
mike my visit interesting. The 
Christian Bible and other religious 
books with which your reverence has 
wkindly supplied me, together with 
marious newspapers, magazines and 
publications, have made a deep im- 
pression upon my mind. I have also 
heard your reverence and other Christ- 
an ministers preaca, and have been 
led thereby to peruse the Bible, and 
draw various comparisons and infe- 
rences. 

Mr. P. (with clasped hands and up- 
tumed eyes)—And may God grant 
that your highness be convineed of its 
important truths, renounce idolatrous 
Hindooism, and embrace Christianity; 
aye, that soul-stirring, civilizing reli- 
gion founded by the Son of God hims 
wif, Oh! that the dark, benighted 
heathen nations of the earth could, 
like your higuness, be able to read, 

Were possessed of the Bible! 
They would be no longer dark, 
Wretched and miserable. 

The M.—It must be a wonderful 
book that could effect such a marvel- 
ous change in the morality of a nation. 
What visible change, sir, would there 

in India, for instance, should the 
whole of the people, like the English 
nation, become professors of the 
modern Christian religion? Is there 
Letwixt the two nations 

esent 


P. (springing to his feet),— 


rr 
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yIvIIT THE RBY. BUTTERMOUTH POUNDTEXT, M.4., AND HIS HIGHNESS THE 
MAHARAJAH DULY SEEK KNOWLEDGE, OF THE PROVINCE OF JUGGERNAUT. 
ooNAH, IN INDIA, THE MAHARAJAH BEING ON A VISIT TO ENGLAND... 


a 
‘ie 


"che 


BY ELDER WILLIAM LEWIS. 


Contrast ! Contrast did you say ? 
that I could find language forcible’ 
enough to portray it. Contrast? 
Why, in the first place, instead of 
heathen temples and hideous im ~ 
you should have Christian qerdar 
and readable Bibles ; instead of mystie 
priests and hordes of idel wo 
pers, you should have Christian mi 

sters and decent congregations, such 


as you see at 


worship in England, 
the land of Bibles and freedo 

worship, the garden of Chri 
and the centre of civilization, the 
of wholesome laws and the | 
of freedom —the, the, oh dear what 
shall I say? (Sits down overcome / 
with emotion). 
The M.— But suppose, sir, we did. 
ble and Christi- 


not understand ‘the Bi 
P. (recovering bimself)}—Under 


anity as you do? 
Mr 


stand it! God bleas your highness, it’ 
is so plain that ‘‘ the wayfaring man 
though a fool need not err therein,” 
especially in this enlightened age of 
literature, the noontide time of bla- 
zing “Gospel light. All people who 
can read may judge for themselves, ~ 
The M.—That is fortunate, sir, fer 
really I cannot draw such a glowing — 
picture of English civilization and re - 
ligion as that which you have. se - 
furcibly portrayed. The Bible shows — 
me the effect of religion on congrega- 
tions and communities in former ages, ~ 
the newspapers, magazines, and my . 
daily observation, show me the same 
in the present day. If England is the. 
garden of civilization, I must say with, 
Napoleon I., that she contains many 
bitter weeds. If the centre of a as 
zation is here, by the bones of my 
ancestors! what must the outskixte — 
be? Let us take a glance at the other” 
side of your reverence’s 
picture. England is,the land of fate; 
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mendicant curates; the land of jails 
and gallows-trees, the result of crime 
and rapacity ; the land of gin palaces 
and brothels, promoters of drunken- 
mess, poverty, disease, misery and 
death! A great portion of her re- 
spectable Sunday conyzregations pre- 
sent a different spectucle on Saturday 
nights. In short, sir, all the ills com- 
plained of by Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
‘ether Bible Propheis, as existing in 
their days, are magnified a thousand- 
fold in Christian England. If the 
same jealous God lives now as the 
Propheis of the Bible uscd to call 
upon, the cry of the injured widow 
and orphan, che oppressed hireling and 
the destitute, must ascend with re- 
doubled energy from Christian Eng- 
land, where virtue is bartered for 
money, and wealth and poverty take 
up their joini ebode. Look at 
Americv, which has been colonized 
and shaped after the fashion of your 
English civilization, and well supplied 
with Bibles. The two Christian gov- 
ernments, Federal and Confederate, 
have been praying to the same God 
for help to kill each other. Witha 
Bible in one bana, and a knife in the 
other, they have been cutting each 
other’s throats for four years, urged 
on by some of their most prominent 
Christian ministers, for a Christian 
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their bad practices cannot affec 
hristianity, since they act cop; 
to its 

The M.—Suppose, sit, I take that 
for granted. may, surely, hope that 
the legislators of this great nation 
must begood Christians—your bishops, 
lords, and honorable commons-—the 
should be representatives of ihe intel. 
lect, power and morality of the nation! 

Mr. P. (warmly)—The pride and 
hope of old England—the mainstays 
of her glorious Constitution. Mahara- 
jah, we are proud of our worthy re 
presentatives. 

The M.—lIt is lamentable tha‘ such 
powerful and well-disposed persons 
do not enact laws to put down the 
causes of the grossest of the immora- 
lity that exists. 

r. P.—A work of time, Sahib, a 
work of time. We ave improving and 
regressing, let us hope for the best. 
Let me, however, recommend your 
highness to dismiss those gloomy and 
disagreeable thoughts, and to study 
the Docrrine of the Christian faith. 
When we shall have the pleasure of 
meeting again, I trust your highness 
shall have made yourself conversant 
with those principles which, I hope, 
shall be the subject of conversation at 
our next interview. 
The M. — Agreed, sir, since you 


— no doubt. These things I 
ave learned since coming to your. 
country. May the gods of India pre- | 
serve her from such civilization as | 
that. Sahib, I would recommend you | 
to recall your foreign missionaries 
from the outskirts of civilization, and 
purify its allezed inmost heait, ere 
you attempt io extend its outskirts 
any further, for your own Bible tells 
me ibat « bad tree cannot bring forth 
good frvit. Ifthe head of the foun- 
tain be unclean, the stream mus: be 
polluted. What says your reverence ? 

Mr. P. (gloomily)—Well, I must 
confess that the picture you. highnes:; 
has drawn, shows the unfortunate 
state of ow non- professing population; 


have admitted that your legislation 
and morality are improving hand in 
hand. ‘‘ The noontide blaze of (os- 
pel light” must, I presume, follow in 
their wake, and the picture brighten. 
When you shall condescend to 
auain, I shall have some questions to 
ask respecting your docirines, but for 
the present I wish your reverence 
good evening. 

Mr. P. evening, Mabarajah, 
zood evening. (Muttering to himself 
in the a These heathens are Py. 
ing fellows, I’m blest if they a’int. it 
is fortunate for our missionaries that 
the heathen have to take for granted 
all they say. 


(To be continued.) 


A’ Goov Examrrr.—I never am in debt one shilling. Poor people ought always to 
peyreaily money, by which means they live as if they were rich. By not doing % 
often live as if they were poor, and die insolvent. 
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the Gospel, and receiving a knowledge 
of its being true, then comes a strong 


desire to 


preach it to others. _ We are 


apt to think then that our friends 
wil! all believe it, for it is plain vo us, 
and as our Savior declared, so simple 
that » fool or a wayfaring man need 
not err therein. Aud yet, although 


we strive 


hard, it is difficult for us to 


acomplish much, and we wonder how 


it is that 
but we m 


others cannot see as we do; 
us. consider that we, through 


our obedience, have received the Spirit 
ofthe Lord to eulighten our minds, 
and that as Jesus said, ‘‘ Strait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be 


that find 


it.” Many have borne a 


good testimony. which would have had 
a beneficial effect, if they had been kept 
in the same place until the time came 
for them to preach again, but through 


the want 


shown by 


of a proper example being 
them, the value of their in- 


structions was lessened. It is an old 
wlage, that ‘‘actions speak louder 
thau words,” and we have an illustra- 
tion of this by looking around us. 


We hear 


and read of the things that 


have been and are taught by kings, 


queens, 
that they 


*opes and Pontiffs, but find 
are not practising the vhings 


they teach, and that wickedness and 
abomination surround us on this 


acconnt, 


God has spoken through 


his servants, and told them he would 


Visit the 


earth with wars, plagues, 


pestilence and famine, and in order 
that we might escape these things, he 

; commanded us, both by ancient 
. modern revelation, to come out 

Babylon, that we be not partakers 
; °r sins, nor receive of her plagues, 
or her sins have reached unto heaven, 


ties, 
reach, 


left wi 


and He hath remembered her iniqui- 
To gather is a good way to 


In order that the people may 
thout an excuse, we are com- 


manded to preach anto them, and as 


We have 


been preaching to them by 


words, let us preach by example, and 
very careful that our own words do 
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HOW TO PREACH THE GOSPEL. | 
BY ELDER HYRUM P. FOLSOM. | | 
After oveying the first principles of | not condemn us, for if we iby wl 


> > 


thing and practice another, they. 
think our religion and so. i 
would be in preaching by. exampleg 
we will cause them to seek our com- 
pany, and ash how we are able to 
have such peace and happiness im our 
families, then we can tell them that 
the Spirit of God brings »those bles- 
sings, and through obedience to his 
commands they can get them. This 
kind of preaching will be lasting. Im 
order tha: we may accomplish this, 
we want to call our families ther 
at « proper time, morning and eve- 
ning, and ask our Father in heaven to 
give us a portion of his holy Spirit 
guide us, that we may perform 
things witb an eye single to His glory: 
If we wish the food we eat to strengthen. 
us, we must ask him to bléas it) 
Jesus has said, If ye ask anyth 
of the Father in my name, nothig 
doubting, it shall be given you, 
also, If ye are not one, ye are none 
mine. Then let us one 
up our prayers, and ™m orm 
bean ordinances let there 
order and quietness in the house, and 
with one accord let our prayers 
then we will be able to obtam 
blessings asked for. Do not ihs 
the Lord by performing these ords 
nances when one half of thé fathily 
are running about the room, making 
such a noise that you cam hardly hear 
ourself pray,or give thanks to°Gods 
Teach these kind of things t you. 
children when they are young, ‘ 
the twig is bent, so the tree 
inclined ;” learn them to — you 
and your words, and they respect 
the , his servants and ordinaness; 
and those older than themselves ; thés. 
the people will see that we are @ peo: 
ple as we profess to’ be, zealpus “of 


investigate for themselves; ant 
doing with an unprejudiced’ mind, 
they will see that ‘‘ 

superior to the man-made systen™ 
the present day, under the 
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religion, and they will embrace it. 
This kind of preaching will convert 
them and save us all in the kingdom 
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prior to the Savior’s second advent, 
and his people were to be gathered 
from the four corners of the earth t 


of God. It is also necessary for us to | a place appointed, and there builds boll 
put in practice these things, that we | Temple to the name of the Lord, for Lt 
may purify ourselves from all the evil | him to come to and dwell in. Unleg _ 
which the inhabitants of the earth | we are careful to obey his servants, ml 


have fallen into since the authority of 


the Priesthood was taken from them. 
This, however, was to be restored 


we will not be prepared to stand 
before him when he comes to reign in 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem. 
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(Continued from page 489. ) 


AMASA LYMAN’S HISTORY. 


June 20th. 
camp this morning, four miles, to bro- 
ther John Cooper’s, we found the 
country around us was visited during 
the night previous with a terrific storm 
of hail, which in its destructive course 
demolished fields of grain and made 
liberal pruning of the forest over 
which it passed. And what more 
directly affected our safety, it held in 
check, so they could not move, a large 
mob force that were assembled to 
question our aang in, or dispute 
our e through the country. 

We remained near brother Cooper’s 
until the 24th, during our stay here 
we were visited by some gentlemen 
from Clay and Ray counties, among 
them were General Atchison, Col. 
Sconce, and a Mr. Cameron. 

With them the Prophet had an 
interchange of feeling and sentiment 
ef a conciliatory character, which the 
Lord blest to our good, thus adding 
another to the evidences already given, 
that it was no part of his purpose to 
expose his servants to the chances of 
destruction at the hands of their ene- 
mies. It was here the Lord signified 
to the Prophet, to our joy om com- 
fort, our offering was accepted. 
While here brother Thayre was 
attacked with the cholera, from which 
he recovered. 

June 24th. Moved cam twenty 
miles, and camped at brother Burket’s 
two and a half miles from Liberty, the 

joounty seat of Clay. Here on the 
morning of the 25th, several of the 


On moving from our 


| brethren were attacked by the cholera; 

among the first was Elder John Carter, 
who had a protracted struggle with 
the fell destroyer. The following 
night there were some half dozen of 
the brethren stricken down, and all 
lying on the floor in a small apart- 
ment. This was a scene that can be 
more easily imagined than described, 
to see men stricken down in a moment, 
and in a short hour the ruddy glow 
of health displaced by the palor of 
death. 

To see the human form divine, that 
at the dawn of morning was stately 
and erect, in all the perfections of 
manly beauty, to see its perfections 
and beanty of form melt away in the 
death struggle of a few shor! hours. 
And to think, the sufferers, who are 
they ? the question reaches to and stirs 
the fountain of feeling within us, for 
they are no strangers that are writhing 
at our feet, these are the forms of ~ 
loved, the faithful and the brave; w1 
them we had labored—with them = 
had rejoiced. together in the va 
they were endeared to us by 
tenderest ties that bind heart to heart, 
and soul to soul. These are be 
sufferers for — there seems to 
no rest but in the grave. 

I passed the night with the sutfet 
ers, in the morning, the company ¥? 
which I was connected was 
Ere I left, I gave a parting vere 
breathed a hasty Bryer, 
myself away from scene 
Sent 26. From this place I 
the residence of brother King Fo 
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Council, I passed my time with 
the brethren who had been 
from Jackson County, by whom 1 was 
indly entertained. 

I then engaged to work for brother 
Jabez Durfee, who was building a 
mill for Esquire Arthur. While thus 
ong’, I was called upon to assist in 
pumbering the people of the Church 
in Clay county. This led me to form 
uaintance with the Saints gener- 


aD 
ily who had been driven from Jack- 
won county. 

In this labor I was engaged until 
the 11th of August, when I was at- 


tacked by the ague and fever, with 
which I was confined to the house and 
bed until the 2nd of November. I 
vas, during my sickness, at the house 
of brother Elias Highee, whose wife 
yas most kind and unremitting in her 
attentions to my comfort, as were the 
Saints generally. 

After a partial recovery from my 
sickness, I received a from 
the Camp under the hand of Lyman 
Wight. I then procured through the 
aid of the brethren a half worn coat 
that belonged to brother Sidney Gil- 
bert, and on the 23rd of December 
1834, I stacted from Clay county in 
company with brother Heman Tilton 
Hyde. We travelled and preached 
by the way, sharing the fate common 
to those who called upon the wicked 
to turn from their sins, 

We continued eastward as far as 
Ohio, where we arrived in Kirtland on 
the 26th of May, 1835. On our way 
we held sixty-seven meetings and 
three Conferences, and in company 
with brother Elisha H. Groves we 
built up a Branch of the church in 
| n county, Illinois, and bapti- 

wd others in St. Clair county. S¢ 

x During my present stay i Kirtland 

of about three weeks, I was ordained 
4 member of the Ist Quorum of seven- 
hes under the hands of Joseph, Oliver 
and Sidney. The records of my ordi- 
nation and blessing made by Silvester 


Smith are lost. 

During the short respite, from 
I married Miss;Louisa Maria 
nanner, the daughter of Elder John 

anner, our marriage was solemnized, 
M4 Elder Seymour Bronson, on 
of the week; and the fol- 


Monday I was again in the field. 
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My present course was. eastward, 
in the State of New. ¥ 
where my labors were rewarded, by 
liberal additions to the Church, 
present mission occupied six months 
of time and extended over 2,000 miles 


of travel, and the preaching of nearly 

rom time o return. te 
Kirtland in December 1835, I resided 
with my father-in-law and attended, 
school through the winter. And in 


the spring of 1836, I participated: im 
the endowments then given, and 
my ordination to:% 


co uen 
igh bricat 
nation as a 
connected with the Quorum of High 
Priests. } 
The spring of 1836 found) me 
on my way to the east, in company 
with Elder Nathan Tanner; we passed 
through the ficid of my previous 
labors in Alleghany county, New] er 
where we were blest in adding se 


ous to my ordi 


to the Church. While here we. wit- 
nessed the si manifestation of..the 
power of in the healing of thy 
sick, | 


From this place we continued oum 
travels eastward until we arrived im 
the town of Bolton, the former resi- 
dence of brother Tanner, here we 
preached through the country, im 
which we secured the attention of the 
people, but not their obedience to the 
truth. 

While here we met with Father 
John Tanner, who had been on & 
mission to the State of Verment. 
While here I married Elder Nathan 
Tanner and Miss. Rachel, Smi 
Brother Nathan remained with 


father-in-law, while myself and Father —< 
where 


Tanner returned to Kirtland; © 
remained the most of en- 
gaged. in work to sa my family 
and in preaching fo the coun 
around, once going east as far as 
county, Pennsylvania. 
In this wa time pe - 
occnpied until the autumn 37, 
myself and brother Nathiiet 
Tanner engaged Mr. Jared 
remove ug. to 
joined the Saints in 
dwell. uerice 
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winter. In the spring I returned and 
engaged in a job of work on the Court 
House, in the county of Chaion. 

‘On my return home I engaged in 
labor for George Walters, from which 
I was relieved by sickness, which was 
induced by too severe labor in hot 
weather. From this indisposition I 
had mosily recovered, when the diffi- 
culties, that eveniuated in our ex- 

ion from the State, commenced 
with an affray at «an election in Daviess 
county, in the month of August. © On 
the first alarm I took the field, which 
I did not leave, until I left the’State, 
the following spring. 

The trouble thickened around us 
vntil, on my return from a week’s 
excursion to the north of Far West (in 
company with brother Justus Morse, 
with whom my family resided), I 
learned, that the brethren at De Witt 
were surrounded by mobs in such a 
way as to preclude any approach to 
them by the usual ways, in conse- 
quence of which we were left in ignor- 
ance of their prospects of danger or 
safety. 

On this account the brethren in Far 
West committed to me the task of 
finding a way to the brethren that 
were in the midst of the enemy. To 
accompany me I selected brother 


(To be continued.) 
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| James Dunn, I then dressed myself in 


. was Over us we commenced our search 


some old soldier pants, and an old and 
somewhat tattered coat made of ry 
Buffalo robe, and overtopt all withs 
red worsted cap closly fitting my head, 
One pocket of my coat was furnished 
with a pint flask for the spirits we 
might use, or the effect its possession 
might have on those with whom we 
would be likely to come in conta. 
Thus attired in our grotesque and 
uncouth garb, we started across the 
country to the Missouri river, at a 
point somewhere above the ferry cros- 
sing the Lexington, we reached the 
river, and when the mantle of night 


for a canoe, in which to pass down the 
river; in this, however, we did not 
succeed, and when the signs of the 
coming day were discoverable in the 
east, we found shelter under the edge 
of a stack of hay by the way, and 
catched an hour’s sleep, and then were 
up and away; and travelling down the 
river we found a brother a 
Jones, who gave us some breakfast, 
after which we passed over the ferry, 
replenished our bottle and passed on 
through the town, pussing several 
parties who were engaved in discussing 
the common topic of the day—the 
Mornions and their enemies. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


| 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 12, 1865. 


Our readers will observe from this week’s Star, that a considerable number of 
Elders have arrived this year on Missions to Great Britain, Scandinavia, & 
The majority of them are men of experience, 
heat of the day, who have been in similar positions before, 
honorably, and we heartily wish them God speed in their future labors for the 


VAL OF NEW ELDERS.—DUTIES OF THE PRIESTHOOD. 
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virancement and spread of the Gospel. We had the pleasure of meeting with 
them all in Liverpool, and imparting to them such instructions as were suitable 
for their circumstances, and we were gratified with: the nature of theapaD 
they appeared to be in possession of, the unity which characterized thém‘in 
their actions towards each other, and the good feeling exhibited by them 
to the appointments given unto them. 
It wonld be but to repeat a truism accepted by every Latter-day Saint, % 
uy that a weighty responsibility rests upon all clothed with the Priesthood, 
ud sent forth to preach the Gospel, Upon their actions hang the prospectsof 
socess or the chances of defeat. If a Branch or a Conference is in a healthy 
wndition, then we can rest assured that those who are placed to take‘cogni 
unce of, and charge over its affairs, are men who are diligent and prayerédl, 
sd who, realizing fully what their calling and election is, strive to makeit 
sre, by their example sowing the seeds of life and vigor in the hearts of those 
sound them. And when we see a Branch decaying, or a.Conference decreas 
ing, we may almost rest assured that the fountain is impure, the chasinel 
through which instruction ought to flow choked and narrowed, retarding the 
progress of the truth, and the love and harmony which should exist: in com 
nection with the Gospel, absent from the chapel, the council and the family 
hearth. We wonder, sometimes, if the Elders who have stumbled om their 
pthway, and become subservient to the powers of evil, have evermforsone 
moment; considered the immense results which would flow fromthe coume ~~ 
they seemed half inclined to pursue, or deemed that its ¢ffects would» extemal 
far beyond the scope of their limited vision, and leave their impress and stamip 
upon times and people far distant and remote. Philosophers tell us that there ) 
isa law which acts so, that there is not a sigh that ever has been) breatiied, 
hot a curse nor a blessing that ever has been spoken, but what, when it leaves 
the lips of man, travels on, reverberating and rolling continually through 
mace. And although this may be deémed a fanciful, exaggerated) idesy we 
are confident that all these things, every action performed, more especially by 
those holding the Priesthood, leaves an indelible impress upon the spiriteal 
vorld, the mind of man, although it shonld not exercise any visible effect ppon 
the material universe. Even although those placed over the Saints) may mos 
openly violate the laws of God, there are feelings which they may im 
indulge in, the inordinate use of which will clog and obstruct all their:lebors, 
however well meant they may be. Unless an. Elder is humble and:prayertal, 
ind recognizes the hand of God in all his«ministrations, his inflaeace forgood 
will weaken and decrease. When he enters at first into.the ministry, hefesm 
veak and dependert upon Divine assistance. He is glad of the courtsels of his 
brethren, and strives to profit by them, and the Lord seeing his faithfulness, . 
tries him with more blessings, in order to test his value. Whem he speaks, .. : 
the pewer of heaven rests upon him, he declares the Gospel and hundrédiiy: a 
believe and obey, he lays his hands upon the sick and they are restore 
health, he devises plans for the benefit of his Conference, and they prove aS 
cessful, he counsels the Saints, they listen and obey, and looking around am 
weing the work he ‘has performed, he feels elated, exclaiming like Nebughate, 
nezzar, ‘Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for thé hong of 
dom, by the might of my power, ‘and for the hofior of miy miajessy Lee) 
tin of pride, we ate told, the angels fell, and it has caused 
disorganization, wherever its unhallowed influence has’ gained 
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**Man, proud man, dressed in a little brief authority, plays such fantastie 
tricks before high heaven, as makes the angels weep,” and in order to be usefgl 
and have our labors rewarded by God, we must become as little children, an 


be filled with the spirit of meekness and humility. Look to nature, andw - 
can find illustrations of this. The tall oak that rears its haughty head to the 
tempestuous sky, defying alike the summer’s storm or the winter's hurricane — 


is swept often from its plac¢, while the tiny fragile shrub nestling at the giant’s 
feet, and bending its fragrant head to every blast, remains unscathed and o- 
injured. The lark that soars nearest the gate of heaven, builds its nest lowest 
on the earth, the nightingale that sings the sweetest, retires farthest into the 
shade, and the Saint who knows most of the purposes of Providence, to whom 
his heavenly Father reveals himself oftenest, is he who trusts not in his own 
strength, nor glories in his own talents, but humbly accepts them as gifts from 
God, to be used to his service and glory. 

There are quite a number of young Elders occupying responsible and honor- 
able positions at present in this Mission, and taking into consideration their 
youth and limited experience, filling them satisfactorily. Nor need the Elden 
who now arrive think that they are lowered, or that their gifts are not properly 
appreciated, if they shonld be called upon to labor under these young men. 
It is through acting properly on this principle, that so much success has 
attended the labors of those who believed like David, that it was better to be 
doorkeepers in the house of the Lord, than dwell in the tents of sin. Position 
should not be sought after by the Elders, in order that they might have an 
opportunity of exhibiting their talents to the world. A man acting asa Tra 
velling Elder, has sufficient scope for the exercise of his abilities, as much % 
as if he presided over a Conference or a District; nor should any feeling of 
jealousy as to the success of others, or their rapid progress in the Church, be 
allowed to weigh with one of us for a single moment. We have now the young 
and the old blended together in the ministry in these lands, and we are con- 
fident that good will be the result. The fire aud enthusiasm of youth will be 
tempered by the calmness and deliberation of age; the sire beholding the son 
pushing forward and gaining laurels, will remember his own happy and joyous 
life, when ‘‘ the world was all before him where to choose,” and the old lustre 
will come back to his eyes, and the old freshness to his heart, while the son, 
seeing there the fruits of a life well spent, in sacrifices and labors for the truth, 
will strive to do likewise, that his age too may be crowned with glory, and that 
“having turned many to righteousness, he may shine as the stars forever 


and ever.” ) 


\JARRIVALS.—We had the pleasure on the dh ot of welcoming twenty- 
seven of the brethren from Utah, who were appointed at last General Con- 
ference to come on missions to urope. They left New York on the 15th ult., 
per steamship Louisiana, and after a pleasant passage of thirteen days, arrived 
here in good health and spirits. Their names are William Gibson, William 4 
McMaster, Stephen Hales, Joseph S. Horne, Henry Cumberland, Henry 
Barlow, John Parry, Abel Evans, Elias Morris, Griffith Roberts, bust 
Wride, Richard J. Davigs, Niels Wilhelmgfocn, F. ©. Swensen, Niels Nielsen, 
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Peter Hanson, C. tO al Swen Larsen, Gustaf Ohlson, Soren Ivers 
Christian Christiansen, L. P. Edholm, John Fagerberg, Andra‘ Larsen, 2. 
Hanson, Mert Lund and Hans Jensen. On Saturday tle Scandinavian bre 


thren proceeded on their journey to Denmark. *) 


APPOINTMENTS. 
| 
V.,. William Gibson is appointed to labor in the Sheffield District, under the Presi+ 


dency of Elder Colin M. Gillet. 

Elders William A. McMaster and Henry Cumberland, are appointed to labor in the 
Nottingham District, under the Presidency of Elder James Townsend. 

Elders Stephen Hales and Joseph 8. Horne, ere appointed to labor in the London 
trict, under the Presidency of Elder Isaac Bullock. 

Elder Henry Barlow is appointed to labor in the Southampton District, under the Preai- 
dency of Elder Charles W. Stayner. 

Elders John Parry, Griffith Roberts and Elias Morris, -are appointed to labor in North 
Wales, under the Presidency of Elder William D. Williams. i 

Elders Abel Evans, Barry Wride and Richard J. Davies, are appointed to labor in South 
Wales, under the Presidency of Elder William D. Williams. 


President® of the’ Church of Jesus Christ 


DANIEL H. WELLS, ritish 

y ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


AMERICA, have been favored with the perusal of a letter written by Elder 
Anson Call, of Callsville, on the Colorado, to his son who is laboring m Enaland, 
from which we make the following extracts :—‘‘ You probably may wish to know 
something about this country. It is barren and sterile, very mountainous and 
said to be rich with minerals. A number of quartz ledges have beet found 
hear this place, but not proved up. The grass is mostly sand grass and that 
limited. The Colorado at this time is as muddy as the Missouri; the water 
twelve feet above low water mark and is on the rise. I trust’ you do Bot 
trouble yourself about what is passing in this land as all is right with those 
who do right here and elsewhere; therefore be of good cheer and keep in ‘mind 
the errand you are upon. Let your mind be fruitful in the knowledge of God, 
learn to know yourself and thereby you learn to know God and man. “I have 
just returned from a walk up the river towards the narrows. These ustrows 
are about six miles through, and frequently rocks almost perpendicular at@0n, 8 
each side, from 100 to 1,000 feet high. The width from rock: to 
general thing is from 100 to 300 feet being the ghannel of the river, the waa aa 
passes sluggishly through the narrows and thie nothing to hinder 
through them; the depth of the current at low water’mark F judge ‘to be 
fifteen to twenty-five feet, it has never been navigated’ except by yawls, Tame ae 
the fact that business hag never requited it. Five miles above the narrows 
the mouth of the Rio Virgin; this river is not navigable, and 256 milees 
the Rio Virgin is the mouth of the Muddy, and~two and a half miles wp th 
Muddy the town of St. Thomas, where the-brethren are fast locating, aaa 
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where there is a strip of good land 30 miles in length. 60 miles above this 
point are the Beaver Dams where brother Henry Miller is forming asettlement: 
and iwenty miles above by way of the Rio Virgin is St. George. There are 
plenty of good bottoms along the Rio Virgin which are equally as good as the old 
Heber Cotton farm 7 miles below St. George. At the Muddy settlement St, 
Thomas, the brethren are extensively planting orchards and vineyards, where 
frost isseldom seen. Wheat, corn, and garden vegetables lool: well. I now 
return to the Colorado. . There is a semi-circle which commences at the mouth 
of the narrows, and extends one mile and a half down the strcam, and one 
mile back from the river. The town is laid out in this semi-circle, surrounded 
by high mountains, except a large wash from 10 to 20 rods wide, which is the 
only place of entrance except by water. This wash leads directly to the 
Muddy, Beaver Dams and St. George. The washes are dry except now and 
then a spring. These washes drain the country when rain falls. This valley 
is covered with muskeet-brush, muskeren, shaprel, willows, mountain ash, 
desert brush and various kinds of brush that I do not know any name for, 
there isno large timber. On the opposite side of the river the mountains are 
very high. There is an abundance of rock on the survey for building purposes, 


also plenty of limestone of a good quality, and there is plenty of flood wood on 
continually passing in time of high water. It seems from appearance thai the om 
river rises sometimes as high as 25 feet above low water mark. I am daily = 


expecting the arrival of a steamer from San Francisco, with a cargo of goods 
for W. Jennings and other parties. This steamboat will bring the roofing for 
the warehouse and other buildings, which are to be covered with pitch and 
felt ; at present we are under a temporary roof. Should the European Saints 
at some future time come this route, they will in a few days travel be in 
the midst of our settlements. I trust you will be faithful on you: mission, and 
warn the people as your predecessors have warned the people of this nation, 
for you readily see that the predictions are vapidly fulfilling which you have 
been acquainted with from your earliest recollection. Pay strict attention to 
the instructions of your presiding officers. Seek to obtain the spirit of the 
Prophets, and retain it. Then your labors will be successful, yyour joy full 
and life cheerful, for this is the lot of all faithful Sainta.”.) 

Wetsh Disrricr.—Elder Evan A. Richards, writing on the 28th ult., 
says :—‘‘T have visited Glamorgan, Carmarthen and Pembrokeshire Confe- 
rences, under the direction of President William D. Williams, and bave been 
preaching a gieat deal in the open air, sometimes to very large and attentive 
congregations, leading me to brlieve that the seeds of the Gospel have been 
sown in good ground, and that many sheaves will yet be gathered, still we 
have enemies to contend against. Brother Dell and myself called the brethren 
and sisters of four Branches together last Sunday, in order to hold a camp 
meeting. We met at Alltwen in the morning, and preached at 11 «.m., toa 
very attentive audicnce. We had a Saints’ meeting at 2 p.m., and thea, 
according to appointment, met at 4 p.m. in a village called Pontardawe, but 
before we reached the place, there were a number of apostates preaching, but 
the substance of their discourses amounted to very little but lying and railing 
against the Authori‘ies of the Church. We deemed it wisdom to leave them 
as beneath: our notice, and went to another place, where the Lord had pre 
pared « large number of attentive listeners, for which we felt thankful, and for 
the power given us to promulgate ihe truth to the people. Nothing give = 
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‘yore joy and consolation, than to know that I am doing what is, 
yptable in the sight of God and of his servanis. The Saints ai [ 
rarious Conferences through which I bave travelled, feel well, end seem de 
termined to strive and live up to their privileges and blessings.” a 
Swiss Iracran Musston.—Elder Joseph Weiler writing from 
Holland, on the 3rd ult., says :— “‘ I told yoa in my last letter that I purposed: 
aving Rotterdam, and visiting in the country, so after writing you, Itoeok: 
the boat in the morning for Bummel, and there met witli brother Bune, who) 
had come with horse and wagon to take me to his house. After an hour's ride 
in regniar old Dutch outfit, I arrived in Est. It is a small place, and the 
news soon went through the town that a ‘Mormon preacher” had come. 
Brother Bune is a wagon maker, and his whole attention seems to be occupied: 
vith the Gospel, so much so that he has sold his house and land intending to 
emigrate, and I feel assured his wife will soon come forth and embrace the’ 
iuth. I have answered many questions since I came here, and borne testi-, 
mony to several of the truth of the Work. I feel that when I am better able. 
to converse with the people in their own language, I will yet be able to do., 
good. Yesterday one of the brethren came from Henkelum to see me, but 
reports things as being rather dull there. I shall visit it in the course of@: 
week or ten days, and trust that by that time I will be able to give you a fell 
report as tc the state of the Mission.”’ | | 
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ENGLAND. | over them in the several sehr 
and that is to do right. ere are, 
however, a few exceptions, and those 
Southampton, July 21, 1865. | a5 ngual, give a great deal of unneces' 
President Wells. sary trouble, they generally have some 
Dear Brother,—As a period of four | fault to find with those amongst whom’ 
months has elapsed since I Jast repre- | they are more or less associated. 1. 
seuted my field of labor, I feel that it | find that this spirit invariably precedes 
might be satisfactory to you to re-| apostacy, and breeds a corroding ulcer 
ceive afew lines, acquainting you with | in the Branch where it is not checked 
the present condition of this District. | in the bud. | bass 
I think [ can now say, that I have| As Elder F. Merrill’s health was Page 
visited nearly every place where a| he accompanied me over to thé Chan? 
meeting could conveniently be held, | nel Islands, where we were gety 
and although it may appear strange | received and treated with great Kimd> 
t have been over four ness by Elder ©. Horman (who 
«complishing this; yet, when I inform | sides over that Conference) and 
youthat have had totraveloveran area | Saints under his jurisdiction. We* 
ofeizht hundred miles, (a good share | remained four Sabbaths in Jersey, ali” 
of which has been on tos) and in con- | held twelve meetings in Zion’s Hall,” 
sequence of business have had to visit | which is used for public worship : 
‘me Branches more than once, you the Saints. Some of the mectings 
will perceive that | have been pretty were advertized, and this caused “3 ' 
ily employed, physically ‘as well number of strangers to attend Wig 
“mentally. In my travels I find that paid great attention and pes, 
one Universal spirit prevails amongst bighly interested the made 
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the Saints, as well as those who preside by us. ‘#ider Hormah informs me by 
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letter that one who was present at the 
last meeting was a Wesleyan local 
preacher, that be said he felt that I 
preached the Gospel of Christ, and 
that we no doubt had truth on our 
side. Since then a Church of England 
minister has sent to borrow some 
tracts of brother Horman and ob- 
tained the Voice of Warning to read, 
(his motive of course unknown). On 
our return we visited Guernsey, where 
we found a few Saints who treated us 
with no little kindness, for which may 
the Lord bless them. Taking every- 
thing into consideration the Saints on 
those Islands are feeling well, and I 
can testify they are a good people. 
There are also a good number of 
honest-hearted souls who have not yet 
received the Gospel, and they are sur- 
rounded by some of the foulest and 
most damning influences that ever in- 
fested the abode of man. Nothing 
but the power of God could have kept 
them faithful in the midst of the 
darkness and tradition, against which 
they have to contend day by day. 
Elder Shurtleff writes me that things 
are going on pretty well in the Dorset- 
shire Conference. Since I left they 
have cairied on ontdoor preaching, 
where it was convenient. Elder Beck 
writes me that all is right in the Read- 
ing Conference. Brothers Merrill and 
Donnellon are getting alony firstrate 
in this Conference, we are all enjoying 
ae: health, and I will say for the 
rethren, that I never wish to labor 
with a better disposed set of men. 
They are humble, and united with me 
in the rolling forward of the Work. 
I can say this, also, for the majority 
of the local Priesthood. This is the 
secret of our prosperity as a people, 
and wherever we can see unity and 
obedience, there we see the foundation 
of future greatness, happiness and 
exaltation, and not only do I look for 
it in the future, but I realize that this 
atate of things bas already commenced, 
and is enjoyed by the faithful amongst 
the Saints of the Most High. I thank 
my Father in heaven for his blessings, 
knowing that they have been 
many; and may the choicest of the 
gifts of heaven rest upon you and all 
the of th. is the sincere 
prayer of, your brother in the Gospel 
W. 
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LEICESTER CONFERENCE. 
Whitwick, J uly 28, 1865, 
President Wells. 


_ Dear Brother,—Having been labor. 
ing now about six months in this Cop. 
ference, and knowing your desires are 
to hear from the young Elders under 
your watchcare, I send a few lines ex. 
pressive of my wishes and feelings. 

I can truly say the Lord has been 
with me and blessed me abundantly, 
When I first came out inexperienced, 
I felt to exclaim, What am I that s 
great an honor has been given me, and 
what is there in me that tbe servants 
of the Lord should call me to labor in 
the ministry ? I thougbt then that 
required to be taught, instead of being 
sent to teach others; but the Lord’s 
ways are not as man’s ways, nor his 
thoughts as man’s thoughts, for he 


| has promised, as our day is, so our 
strength shall be, and I can say | 


have experienced all that was promised 
me, and more. The few months I 
Jabored in the Essex Conference, 
under the kind and fatherly instruc 
tions of brother George Sims, were 
the means of my learning many prina- 
ples that will always be a source of 
pleasure to me, as well as of instruc 
tion to others, and both in that Con- 
ference and in the Leicester Confe- 
rence, I have always received the 
kindest attention. 

I rejoice in my labors more now 
than ever I did before, and do not for 
one moment regret leaving my home 
for the Gospel’s sake, (for 1 am the only 
one out of a larze family who has em- 
braced the Gospel). I have raised 
my warning voice to the inhabitants 
of this part of the country, but we do 
not see many signs of an ingneane 


for *‘ gross darkness covers the min 


of the people,” and they are deaf to 
the salaes of the servants of God, not 
being aware, probably, that after 
their testimany His. judgments will 
follow. This Conference 1s in @ 
condition, the local Priesthood are 
united, the Branch Presidents ener 
getic, and the Saints, as 4 whole, 
living up to theix privileges, although 
there are some exceptions. 
I am, your brother in the Gospel, 
Epwin H. Torre. 
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Rxotanp.—The laying of the Atlantic Telegraph Cable is progressing satis- 
etorily. Upwards of 900 miles have been paid out. 

Fraxce.—lt is announced by the Paris correspondent of the Morning 
Jivertiser, that the Emperor of the French intends sending one of his aidés- 
ie-camp on a special mission to America. A strong feeling of exasperation’ 
rith the American Government 1s said to prevail in France, which ‘has! been 
nereased since the conviction and execution of the Southern conspirators, and 
the general impression in Paris appears to be that, indisposed as the French 
opie are for war, they would willingly sacrifice their material prosperity to 
measure arms with the Government of the United States. A most cordial and 
mited feeling, however, exists at the present time between France and 

land. 
ie is stated in a letter from Jeddah that Captain Cameron, Her 
Britannic Majesty’s consul in Abyssinia, has been relieved of the fetters in- 
thich he was solong arbitrarily confined, and that his complete release is shortly 
expected. King Theodore still keeps fettered hand and foot M.M. Stern and: 
Rosenthal, the German Protestant missionaries. His Majesty is very ill- 
disposed towards these two gentlemen, fcr having ridiculed his claim of descent 
fom Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. 

Brazit.—Intelligence has been received of a severe naval en ment in the 
fiver Plate. The Paraguayans attacked the Brazilian fleet near Corrientes on 
the lth ef June, when the Paraguayans were defeated, with the loss of 1700 
nen, and the destruction of nearly all their vessels of war. 

CoNSTANTINUPLE. —If official returns are to be believed, the cholera has con- 
iderably spread since the last report. If, on the other hand, the assurances 
of physicians and the results of private inquiries are to be credited, ‘it is ve 
doubtful if a single case of real cholera has yet appeared in or near the capi 
Where the evidence is so conflicting, it is therefore difficult to report with any 
degree of confidence on the situation. 277 cases, in all, ‘of cholera,’ have 
speared in the capital and the Bosphorus villages, since the first importation 
of the disease by the Moubir-Sourour. Of these 155 have, it is said, ended 
fatally. The special report of the Naval Hospital yesterday gives 21 new cases 
v- 7 deaths, whilst for the city generally the return was 21 deaths from the 
epidemic. 

Paestixe.—Great armies of locusts have made their appearance in the east, 
inst in Jaffa, and from thence travelling to Nazareth, where they have, des- 
woyed all the fruit and grain, and left the entire country desolate. A murrain 
bad also broken out amongst the cattle, and serious fears were entertained for 
the results of these calamities. 
_ Awgrica.—The absorbing topic at present in political circles is the romored 
intention of the Government to cause the evacuation of Mexico by the French, 
ind their ally or agent, the Emperor Maximilian; in short, people say that 
President Jobnson bas determined to vindicate the Monroe doctrine, this, 
being the purpose for which General Sheridan was ordered to collect an army 
fone hundred thousand men, picked troops, on the borders of the Rio Grande. . 
All show of resistance has ceased on the part of the ‘‘rebels,” and yet, large. 
reinforcements are on their way to swell the numbers of Sheridan’s army, 
till more formidable proportions. It is asserted that General Steele, whom 
wder Sheridan’s command, has demanded from the Imperialists the ordnance. 
Bren them by the Confederate General Slaughter. This demand, will be 
usisted upon ; enforced, if necessary; and, what is more, the Mexican Impe- 
nal Government will be requested to surrender to this Administration. the tem 

ousand Confederate soldiers who are said to have taken service in the armies 
of Maximilian, and who, it is feared at Washington, will form a nucleus for an 
*ver-increasiny force of Southerners, which may at some future time menace® 
peace of the United States. | 
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